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LETTERS 

TO 

THE REVEREND MR. R――. 

_______________ 

LETTER I. 

January 16, 1772. 
DEAR SIR, 

IT is true, I was apprehensive from your silence that I had offended you; 

but when your letter came, it made me full amends; and now I am glad I 

wrote as I did, though I am persuaded I shall never write to you again in the 

same strain. I am pleased with the spirit you discover; and your bearing so 

well to be told of the mistakes I pointed out to you, endears you more to me 

than if you had not made them. Henceforward I can converse freely with 

you, and shall be glad when I have the opportunity. 

As to your view of justification, I did not oppose it; I judge for myself, 

and I am willing others should have the same liberty. If we hold the Head, 

and love the Lord, we agree in him, and I should think my time ill em-

ployed in disputing the point with you. I only meant to except against the 

positive manner in which you had expressed yourself. My end is answered, 

and I am satisfied. Indeed, I believe the difference between a judicious Su-

pra-lapsarian, and a sound Sub-lapsarian, lies more in a different way of 

expressing their sentiments than is generally thought. At the close of Haly-

burton’s Insufficiency of Natural Religion, he has an Inquiry into the Na-

ture of Regeneration and Justification, wherein he promises a scheme, in 

which, if I mistake not, the moderate of both parties might safely unite. I 

have used the epithets judicious and sound, because, as I acknowledge, 

some of the one side are not quite sound, so I think some on the other side 

are not so judicious as I could wish; that is, I think they do not sufficiently 

advert to the present state of human nature, and the danger which may arise 

from leading those who are weak in faith and judgment, into inquiries and 

distinctions, evidently beyond the line of their experience, and which may 

be hurtful: because, admitting them to be true when properly explained, 

they are very liable to be misunderstood. To say nothing of Mr. Hussey (in 

whose provisions I have frequently found more bones than meat, and sea-

soned with much of an angry and self-important spirit), I have observed 

passages in other writers, for whom I have a higher esteem, which, to say 

the least, appear to me paradoxical, and hard to be understood; though, per-

haps, I can give my consent to them, if I had such restrictions and limita-

tions as the authors would not refuse. But plain people are easily puzzled. 
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And though I know several in the Supra-lapsarian scheme, at whose feet I 

am willing to sit and learn, and have found their preaching and conversa-

tion savoury and edifying; yet I must say, I have met with many, who have 

appeared to be rather wise than warm, rather positive than humble, rather 

captious than lively, and more disposed to talk of speculations than experi-

ence. However, let us give ourselves to the study of the word and to prayer: 

and may the great Teacher make every scriptural truth food to our souls. I 

desire to grow in knowledge, but I want nothing which bears that name, 

that has not a direct tendency to make sin more hateful, Jesus more pre-

cious to my soul; and at the same time to animate me to a diligent use of 

every appointed means, and an unreserved regard to every branch of duty. I 

think the Lord has shown me in a measure, there is a consistent sense run-

ning through the whole scriptures, and I desire to be governed and influ-

enced by it all: doctrines, precepts, promises, warnings, all have their prop-

er place and use; and I think many of the inconveniencies which obtain in 

the present day, spring from separating those things which God hath joined 

together, and insisting on some parts of the word of God, almost to the ex-

clusion of the rest. 

I have filled my paper with what I did not intend to say a word of when 

I began, and I must leave other things which were more upon my mind for 

another season. I thank you for saying you pray for me. Continue that kind-

ness; I both need it and prize it. 

I am, &c. 

_______________________ 

LETTER II. 

July 31, 1773.  
DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED your sorrowful epistle yesterday, and in order to en-

courage you to write, I answer it today. 

The ship was safe when Christ was in her, though he was really asleep. 

At present I can tell you good news, though you know it; he is wide awake, 

and his eyes are in every place. You and I, if we could be pounded together, 

might perhaps make two tolerable ones. You are too anxious, and I am too 

easy in some respects. Indeed, I cannot be too easy, when I have a right 

thought that all is safe in his hands; but if your anxiety makes you pray, and 

my composure makes me careless, you have certainly the best of it. How-

ever, the ark is fixed upon an immoveable foundation; and if we think we 

see it totter, it is owing to a swimming in our heads. Seriously, the times 

look dark and stormy, and call for much circumspection and prayer; but let 
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us not forget that we have an infallible pilot, and that the power, and wis-

dom, and honour of God, are embarked with us. At Venice they have a fine 

vessel, called the Bucentaur, in which, on a certain day of the year, the 

Doge and nobles embark, and go a little way to sea, to repeat the foolish 

ceremony of marriage between the Republic and the Adriatic (in conse-

quence of some lying, antiquated Pope’s bull, by which the banns of mat-

rimony between Venice and the Gulf were published in the daik ages), 

when, they say, a gold ring is very gravely thrown overboard. Upon this 

occasion, 1 have been told, when the honour and government of Venice are 

shipped on board the Bucentaur, the pilot is obliged by his office to take an 

oath, that he will bring the vessel safely back again, in defiance of wind and 

weather. Vain mortals! If this be true, what an instance of God’s long-

suffering is it, that they have never yet sunk as lead in the mighty waters! 

But my story will probably remind you, that Jesus has actually entered into 

such an engagement in behalf of his church. And well he may, for both 

wind and weather are at his command; and he can turn the storm into a 

calm in a moment. We may therefore safely and confidently leave the gov-

ernment upon his shoulders. Duty is our part, the care is his. 

A revival is wanted with us as well as with you, and I trust some of us 

are longing for it. We are praying and singing for one; and I send you, on 

the other side, a hymn, that you (if you like it) may sing with us. Let us take 

courage; though it may seem marvellous in our eyes, it is not so in the 

Lord’s. He changes the desert into a fruitful field, and bids dry bones live. 

And if he prepare our hearts to pray, he will surely incline his ear to hear. 

The miscarriages of professors are grievous; yet such things must be; 

how else could the scriptures be fulfilled? But there is one who is able to 

keep us from falling. Some who have distressed us, perhaps never were tru-

ly changed; how then could they stand? We see only the outside. Others 

who are sincere are permitted to fall for our instruction, that we may not be 

high-minded, but fear. However, he that walketh humbly, walketh surely. 

Believe me, &c. 

___________________ 

LETTER III. 

February 22, 1774. 

DEAR SIR, 

YOUR letter by last post surprised and grieved me. We knew noth-

ing of the subject, though Mrs. ―― remembers, when ―― was here, a 

hint or two were dropped which she did not understand, but no name was 

mentioned. 
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This instance shows the danger of leaning to impressions. Texts of 

scripture, brought powerfully to the heart, are very desirable and pleasant, 

if their tendency is to humble us, to give us a more feeling sense of the pre-

ciousnesss of Christ, or of the doctrines of grace, if they make sin more 

hateful, enliven our regard to the means, or increase our confidence in the 

power and faithfulness of God. But if they are understood as intimating our 

path of duty in particular circumstances, or confirming us in purposes we 

may have already formed, not otherwise clearly warranted by the general 

strain of the word, or by the leadings of Providence, they are for the most 

part ensnaring, and always to be suspected. Nor does their coming into the 

mind at the time of prayer give them more authority in this respect. When 

the mind is intent upon any subject the imagination is often watchful to 

catch at any thing which may seem to countenance the favourite pursuit. It 

is too common to ask counsel of the Lord when we have already secretly 

determined for ourselves; and in this disposition we may easily be deceived 

by the sound of a text of scripture, which, detached from the passage in 

which it stands, may seem remarkably to tally with our wishes. Many have 

been deceived this way; and sometimes, when the event has shown them 

they were mistaken, it has opened a door for great distress, and Satan has 

found occasion to make them doubt even of their most solid experiences. 

I have sometimes talked to —— upon this subject, though without the 

least suspicion of any thing like what has happened. As to the present case, 

it may remind us all of our weakness. I would recommend prayer, patience, 

much tenderness towards her, joined with faithful expostulation. Wait a lit-

tle while, and I trust the Lord who loves her will break the snare. I am per-

suaded, in her better judgment, she would dread the thoughts of doing 

wrong; and I hope and believe the good Shepherd, to whom she has often 

committed her soul and her ways, will interpose to restore and set her to 

rights. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I am sorry you think any of whom you have 

hoped well are going back; but be not discouraged. I say again, pray and 

wait, and hope the best. It is common for young professors to have a slack 

time; it is almost necessary, that they may be more sensible of the weakness 

and deceitfulness of their hearts, and be more humbled in future, when the 

Lord shall have healed their breaches, and restored their souls. We join in 

love to you and yours. Pray for us. 

I am, &c. 

______________ 

LETTER IV. 

February 3, 1775. 
DEAR SIR, 
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IT would be wrong to make you wait long for an answer to the point 

you propose in your last. It is an important one. I am not a casuist by pro-

fession, but I will do my best. Suppose I imitate your laconic manner of 

stating the question and circumstances. 

I doubt not but it is very lawful at your age to think of marriage, and, in 

the situation you describe, to think of money likewise. I am glad you have 

no person, as you say, fixedly in view; in that case advice comes a post or 

two too late. But your expression seems to intimate that there is one transi-

ently in view. If it be so, since you have no settlement, if she has no money, 

I cannot but wish she may pass on till she is out of sight and out of mind. I 

see this will not do; I must get into my own grave way about this grave 

business. I take it for granted that my friend is free from the love of filthy 

lucre, and that money will never be the turning point with you in the choice 

of a wife. Methinks I hear you think, if I wanted money, I would either dig 

or beg for it; but to preach or marry for money, that be far from me. I com-

mend you. However, though the love of money be a great evil, money it-

self, obtained in a fair and honourable way, is desirable upon many ac-

counts, though not for its own sake. Meat, clothes, fire, and books cannot 

easily be had without it; therefore if these be necessary, money, which pro-

cures them, must be a necessary likewise. If things were otherwise than you 

represent them, if you were able to provide for a wife yourself, then I 

would say, Find a gracious girl (if she be not found already), whose person 

you like, whose temper you think will suit, and then, with your father and 

mother’s consent (without which I think you would be unwilling to move), 

thank the Lord for her, marry her, and account her a valuable portion, 

though she should not have a shilling. But, while you are without income or 

settlement, if you have thoughts of marriage, I hope they will be regulated 

by a due regard to consequences. They who set the least value upon money 

have in some respects the most need of it. A generous mind will feel a 

thousand pangs in straitening circumstances, which some unfeeling hearts 

would not be sensible of. You could perhaps endure hardships alone, yet it 

might pinch you to the very bone to see the person you love exposed to 

them. Besides, you might have a John, a Thomas, and a William, and per-

haps half a dozen more to feed (for they must all eat); and how this could 

be done without a competency on one side or the other, or so much on both 

sides as will make a competency when united, I see not. Besides, you 

would be grieved not to find an occasional shilling in your pocket to be-

stow upon one or other of the Lord’s poor, though you should be able to 

make some sort of a shift for those of your own house. 

But is it not written, “The Lord will provide?” It is; but it is written 

again, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Hastily to plunge our-
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selves into difficulties upon a persuasion that he will find some way to ex-

tricate us, seems to me a species of tempting him. 

Therefore I judge, it is so far lawful for you to have a regard to money 

in looking out for a wife, that it would be wrong, that is, in other words, 

unlawful for you to omit it, supposing you have a purpose of marrying in 

your present situation. 

Many serious young women have a predilection in favour of a minister 

of the gospel; and I believe among such one or more may be found as spir-

itual, as amiable, as suitable to make you a good wife, with a tolerable for-

tune to boot, as another who has not a penny. If you are not willing to trust 

your own judgment in the search, entreat the Lord to find her for you. He 

chose well for Isaac and Jacob; and you, as a believer, have warrant to 

commit your way to him, and many more express promises than they had 

for your encouragement. He knows your state, your wants, what you are at 

present, and what use he designs to make of you. Trust in him, and wait for 

him; prayer and faith, and patience, are never disappointed. I commend you 

to his blessing and guidance. Remember us to all in your house. 

I am, &c. 

______________ 

LETTER V. 

May 28, 1775. 
DEAR SIR, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - You must not expect a long letter this morning; we are 

just going to court, in hopes of seeing the King, for he has promised to 

meet us. We can say he is mindful of his promises; and yet is it not strange, 

that though we are all in the same place, and the King in the midst of us, it 

is but here and there one (even of those who love him) can see him at once! 

However, in our turns, we are all favoured with a glimpse of him, and have 

had cause to say, How great is his goodness! How great is his beauty! We 

have the advantage of the queen of Sheba, a more glorious object to behold, 

and not so far to go for the sight of it. If a transient glance exceeds all that 

the world can afford for a long continuance, what must it be to dwell with 

him! If a day in his courts be better than a thousand, what will eternity be in 

his presence! I hope the more you see, the more you love; the more you 

drink, the more you thirst; the more you do for him, the more you are 

ashamed you can do so little; and that the nearer you approach to your 

journey’s end, the more your pace is quickened. Surely the power of spir-

itual attraction should increase as the distance lessens. O that heavenly 

load-stone! may it so draw us, that we may not creep, but run. In common 

travelling, the strongest become weary, if the journey be very long; but in 
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the spiritual journey, we are encouraged with a hope of going on from 

strength to strength. Instaurabit iter vires, as Johnson expresses it. No road 

but the road to heaven can thus communicate refreshment to those who 

walk in it, and make them more fresh and lively when they are just finish-

ing their course, than when they first set out. 

I am, &c. 

_______________ 

LETTER VI. 

April 18, 1767. 
DEAR SIR, 

ARE you sick, or lame of your right hand, or are you busy in prepar-

ing a folio for the press, that I hear nothing from you? You see, by the ex-

cuses I would contrive, I am not willing to suppose you have forgotten me, 

but that your silence is rather owing to a cannot than a will not.

I hope your soul prospers. I do not ask you, if you are always filled with 

sensible comfort: but do you find your spirit more bowed down to the feet 

and will of Jesus, so as to be willing to serve him for the sake of serving 

him, and to follow him, as we say, through thick and thin; to be willing to 

be any thing or nothing, so that he may be glorified? I could give you plen-

ty of good advice upon this head; but I am ashamed to do it, because I so 

poorly follow it myself. I want to live with him by the day, to do all for 

him, to receive all from him, to possess all in him, to live all to him, to 

make him my hiding-place and my resting-place. I want to deliver up that 

rebel self to him in chains; but the rogue, like Proteus, puts on so many 

forms, that he slips through my fingers: but I think I know what I would do, 

if I could fairly catch him. 

My soul is like a besieged city; a legion of enemies without the gates, 

and a nest of restless traitors within, that hold a correspondence with them 

without; so that I am deceived and counteracted continually. It is a mercy 

that I have not been surprised and overwhelmed long ago; without help 

from on high, it would soon be over with me. How often have I been forced 

to cry out, O God, the heathen are got into thine inheritance;  thy holy tem-

ple have they defiled, and defaced all thy work! Indeed, it is a miracle , that 

I still hold out. I trust, however, I shall be supported to the end, and that my 

Lord will at length raise the siege, and cause me to shout deliverance and 

victory. 

Pray for me, that my walls may be strengthened, and wounds healed. 

We are all pretty well as to the outward man, and join in love to all friends. 

I am, &c. 

_______________ 
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LETTER VII. 

July 6, 1776. 
DEAR SIR, 

I WAS abroad when your letter came, but employ the first post to 

thank you for your confidence. My prayers (when I can pray) you may be 

sure of. As to advice, I see not that the case requires much. Only be a quiet 

child, and lie patiently at the Lord’s feet. He is the best friend and manager 

in these matters, for he has a key to open every heart - - - - - - - - - - I should 

not have taken Mr. Z――’s letter for a denial, as it seems you did. Consid-

ering the years of the parties, and other circumstances, a prudent parent 

could hardly say more, if he were inclined to favour your views. To me you 

seem to be in a tolerable fair way; but I know, in affairs of this kind, Mr. 

Self does not like suspense, but would willingly come to the point at once: 

but Mr. Faith, when he gets liberty to hold up his head, will own, that in 

order to make our temporal mercies wear well, and to give us a clearer 

sense of the hand that bestows them, a waiting and a praying time are very 

seasonable. Worldly people expect their schemes to run upon all-fours, as 

we say, and the objects of their wishes to drop into their mouths without 

difficulty; and if they succeed, they of course burn incense to their own 

drag, and say, This was my doing; but believers meet with rubs and disap-

pointments, which convince them, that if they obtain any thing, it is the 

Lord must do it for them. For this reason, I observe, that he usually brings a 

death upon our prospects, even when it is his purpose to give us success in 

the issue. Thus we become more assured that we did not act in our own 

spirits, and have a more satisfactory view, that his providence has been 

concerned in filling up the rivers and removing the mountains that were in 

our way. Then, when he has given us our desire, how pleasant is it to look 

at it, and say, This I got not by my own sword, and my own bow, but I 

wrestled for it in prayer, I waited for it in faith, I put it into the Lord’s hand, 

and from his hand I received it? 

You have met with the story of one of our kings (if I mistake not), who 

wanted to send a nobleman abroad as his ambassador, and he desired to be 

excused on account of some affairs which required his presence at home: 

the king answered, “Do you take care of my business, and I will take care 

of yours.” I would have you think the Lord says thus to you. You were sent 

into the world for a nobler end than to be pinned to a girl’s apron-string; 

and yet, if the Lord sees it not good for you to be alone, he will provide you 

a help-mate. I say, if he sees the marriag estate best for you, he has the 

proper person already in his eye, and though she were in Peru or Nova 

Zembla, he knows how to bring you together. In the mean time, go thou 
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and preach the gospel. Watch in all things; endure afflictions: do the work 

of an evangelist; make full proof of your ministry: and when other thoughts 

rise in your mind (for you have no door to shut them quite out), run with 

them to the throne of grace, and commit them to the Lord. Satan will per-

haps try to force them upon you unseasonably and inordinately; but if he 

sees they drive you to prayer, he will probably desist, rather than be the oc-

casion of doing you so much good. Believe likewise, that as the Lord has 

the appointment of the person, so he fixes the time. His time is like the time 

of the tide; all the art and power of man can neither hasten nor retard it a 

moment: it must be waited for; nothing can be done without it, and when it 

comes, nothing can resist it. It is unbelief that talks of delays; faith knows 

that properly there can be no such thing. The only reason why the Lord 

seems to delay what he afterwards grants, is, that the best hour is not yet 

come. I know you have been enabled to commit and resign your all to his 

disposal. You did well. May he help you to stand to the surrender. Some-

times he will put us to the trial, whether we mean what we say. He takes his 

course in a way we did not expect; and then, alas! how often does the trial 

put us to shame! Presently there is an outcry raised in the soul against his 

management; this is wrong, that unnecessary, the other has spoiled the 

whole plan: in short, all these things are against us. And then we go into the 

pulpit, and gravely tell the people how wise and how good he is; and 

preach submission to his will, not only as a duty, but a privilege. Alas! how 

deceitful is the heart! Yet, since it is, and will be so, it is necessary we 

should know it by experience. We have reason, however, to say, He is good 

and wise; for he bears with our perverseness, and in the event shows us, 

that if he had listened to our murmurings, and taken the methods we would 

have prescribed to him, we should have been ruined indeed, and that he has 

been all the while doing us good in spite of ourselves. 

If I judge right, you will find your way providentially opened more and 

more; and yet it is possible, that when you begin to think yourself sure, 

something may happen to put you in a panic again. But a believer, like a 

sailor, is not to be surprised if the wind changes, but to learn the art of suit-

ing himself to all winds for the time; and though many a poor sailor is 

shipwrecked, the poor believer shall gain his port. O, it is good sailing with 

an infallible pilot at the helm, who has the wind and weather at his com-

mand! 

I have been much abroad, which of course puts things at sixes and sev-

ens at home. If I did not love you well, I could not have spared so much of 

the only day I have had to myself for this fortnight past. But I was willing 

you should know that I think of you, and feel for you, if I cannot help you. 

I have read Mr. ――’s book. Some things I think strongly argued; in 

some he has laid himself open to a blow, and I doubt not but he will have it. 
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I expect answers, replies, rejoinders, &c. &c. and say, with Leah, Gad, a 

troop cometh. How the wolf will grin to see the sheep and the shepherds 

biting and worrying one another! And well he may. He knows that conten-

tions are a surer way to weaken the spirit of love, and stop the progress of 

the gospel, than his old stale method of fire and sword. Well, I trust we 

shall be of one heart and one mind when we get to heaven at last. 

Let who will fight, I trust neither water nor fire shall set you and me at 

variance. We unite in love to you. The Lord is gracious to us, &c. 

I am, &c 

______________ 

LETTER VIII. 

―― 1776. 

DEAR SIR, 

I DO not often serve your letters so, but this last I burnt, believing 

you would like to have it out of danger of falling into improper hands. 

When I saw how eagerly the flames devoured the paper, how quickly and 

entirely every trace of the writing was consumed, I wished that the fire of 

the love of Jesus might as completely obliterate from your heart every un-

easy impression which your disappointment has given you - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Surely when he crosses our wishes, it is always in 

mercy, and because we short-sighted creatures often know not what we ask 

nor what would be the consequences if our desires were granted. 

Your pride, it seems, has received a fall, by meeting a repulse. I know 

self does not like to be mortified in these affairs; but if you are made suc-

cessful in wooing souls for Christ, I hope that will console you for meeting 

a rebuff when only wooing for yourself. Besides, I would have you pluck 

up your spirits. I have two good old proverbs at your service: “There is as 

good fish in the sea as any that are brought out of it.” and, “If one won’t, 

another will, or wherefore serves the market? Perhaps all your difficulties 

have arisen from this, that you have not yet seen the right person; if so, you 

have reason to be thankful that the Lord would not let you take the wrong, 

though you unwittingly would have done it if you could. Where the right 

one lies hid I know not, but upon a supposition that it will be good for you 

to marry, I may venture to say, 

Ubi ubi est, diu celari non potest. 

[wherever it is, it cannot be hidden for long.] 

The Lord in his providence will disclose her, Put her in your way, and give 

you to understand, This is she. Then you will find your business go forward 
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with wheels and wings, and have cause to say, His choice and time were 

better than your own. 

Did I not tell you formerly, that if you would take care of his business, 

he will take care of yours? I am of the same mind still. He will not suffer 

them who fear him and depend upon him to want any thing that is truly 

good for them. In the meanwhile, I advise you to take a lodging as near as 

you can to Gethsemane, and to walk daily to mount Golgotha, and borrow 

(which may be had for asking) that telescope which gives a prospect into 

the unseen world. A view of what is passing within the vail has a marvel-

lous effect to compose our spirits, with regard to the little things that are 

daily passing here. Praise the Lord, who has enabled you to fix your su-

preme affection upon him, who is alone the proper and suitable object of it, 

and from whom you cannot meet a denial, or fear a change. He loved you 

first, and he will love you for ever; and if he be pleased to arise and smile 

upon you, you are in no more necessity of begging for happiness to the 

prettiest creature upon earth, than of the light of a candle on midsummer 

noon. 

Upon the whole, I pray and hope the Lord will sweeten your cross, and 

either in kind or in kindness make you good amends. Wait, pray, and be-

lieve, and all shall be well. A cross we must have somewhere; and they 

who are favoured with health, plenty, peace, and a conscience sprinkled 

with the blood of Jesus, must have more causes for thankfulness than grief. 

Look round you, and take notice of the very severe afflictions which many 

of the Lord’s own people are groaning under, and your trials will appear 

comparatively light. Our love to all friends. 

I am, &c. 

_____________ 

LETTER IX. 

June 3, 1777. 
DEAR SIR, 

IT seems I must write something about the small-pox, but I know 

not well what; having had it myself, I cannot judge how I should feel if I 

were actually exposed to it. I am not a professed advocate for inoculation; 

but if a person who fears the Lord should tell me, “I think I can do it in 

faith, looking upon it as a salutary expedient, which he in his providence 

has discovered, and which, therefore, appears my duty to have recourse to, 

so that my mind does not hesitate with respect to the lawfulness, nor am I 

anxious about the event; being satisfied, that whether I live or die, I am in 

that path in which I can cheerfully expect his blessing,” I do not know that I 

could offer a word by way of dissuasion. 
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If another person should say, “My times are in the Lord’s hands; I am 

now in health, and am not willing to bring upon myself a disorder, the con-

sequences of which I cannot possibly foresee: If I am to have the smallpox, 

I believe he is the best judge of the season and manner in which I shall be 

visited, so as may be most for his glory and my own good: and therefore I 

choose to wait his appointment, and not to rush upon even the possibility of 

danger without a call. If the very hairs of my head are numbered, I have no 

reason to fear, that, supposing I receive the small-pox in a natural way, I 

shall have a single pimple more than he sees expedient; and why should I 

wish to have one less? Nay, admitting, which, however, is not always the 

case, that inoculation might exempt me from some pain and inconvenience, 

and lessen the apparent danger, might it not likewise, upon that very ac-

count, prevent my receiving some of those sweet consolations, which I 

humbly hope my gracious Lord would afford me, if it were his pleasure to 

call me to a sharp trial. Perhaps the chief design of this trying hour if it 

comes, may be to show me more of his wisdom, power, and love, than I 

have ever yet experienced. If I could devise a mean to avoid the trouble, I 

know not how great a loser I may be in point of grace and comfort. Nor am 

I afraid of my face; it is now as the Lord has made it, and it will be so after 

the small-pox. If it pleases him, I hope it will please me. In short, though I 

do not censure others, yet, as to myself, inoculation is what I dare not ven-

ture upon. If I did venture, and the issue should not be favourable, I should 

blame myself for having attempted to take the management out of the 

Lord’s hand into my own, which I never did yet in other matters, without 

finding I am no more able than I am worthy to choose for myself. Besides, 

at the best, inoculation would only secure me from one of the innumerable 

natural evils the flesh is heir to; I should still be as liable as I am at present 

to a putrid fever, a bilious cholic, an inflammation in the bowels or in the 

brain, and a thousand formidable diseases which are hovering round me, 

and only wait his permission to cut me off in a few days or hours: and 

therefore I am determined, by his grace, to resign myself to his disposal. 

Let me fall into the hand of the Lord (for his mercies are great), and not in-

to the hands of men.” 

If a person should talk to me in this strain most certainly I could not 

say, Notwithstanding all this, your safest way is to be inoculated. 

We preach and hear, and I hope we know something of faith, as ena-

bling us to intrust the Lord with our souls: I wish we had all more faith to 

intrust him with our bodies, our health, our provision, and our temporal 

comforts likewise. The former should seem to require the strongest faith of 

the two. How strange is it, that when we think we can do the greater, we 

should be so awkward and unskilful when we aim at the less! Give my love 

to your friend. I dare not advise: but if she can quietly return at the usual 
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time and neither run intentionally into the way of the small-pox, nor run out 

of the way, but leave it simply with the Lord, I shall not blame her. And if 

you will mind your praying and preaching, and believe that the Lord can 

take care of her without any of your contrivances, I shall not blame you: 

nay, I shall praise him for you both. My prescription is, to read Dr. Watts’ 

cxxist Psalm every morning before breakfast, and pray it over till the cure is 

effected. Probatum est.
Hast thou not given thy word, 

To save my soul from death? 

And I can trust my Lord 

To keep my mortal breath. 

1’ll go and come. 

Nor fear to die, 

Till from on high 

Thou call me home. 

Adieu. Pray for your’s. 


