THE

WORKS
OF

THE REV . JOHN NEWTON
LATE RECTOR OF THE UNITED PARISHES OF
ST. MARY WOOLNOTH AND ST. MARY WOOLCHURCH-HAW,
LOMBARD STREET, LONDON.
____________________
CONTAINING

AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, &C., LETTERS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS,CARDIPHONIA,
DISCOURSES INTENDED FOR THE PULPIT,
SERMONS PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLNEY,
A REVIEW OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, OLNEY HYMNS, POEMS,
MESSIAH, OCCASIONAL SERMONS, AND TRACTS.

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED

MEMOIRS OF HIS LIFE, &c.
BY THE REV. R. CECIL, A. M.
_________________

COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME.
__________________

EDINBURGH
Printed at the University Press, for

PETER BROWN AND THOMAS NELSON.
____________

1830.

1

LETTER V.
October 21, 1775.
MY DEAR FRIEND,
THE calls and engagements which I told you engrossed and anticipated

my time when I wrote last, have continued without any intermission
hitherto, and I am still far behind hand with my business. I am willing to
hope, that the case has been much the same with you, and that want of
leisure has been the only cause of my not having been pleasured with so
much as a note from you since my return from London.
I am loath, for my own sake, to charge your silence to any unwillingness
of continuing that intercourse which I have been, and still find myself,
desirous to improve on my part. For though we are not agreed in our views;
yet, while our preliminary agreement, to allow mutual freedom, and to
exercise mutual candour, in expressing our sentiments, subsists, we may,
and I hope shall be glad to hear from each other. It may seem to intimate I
have a better opinion of myself than of you, that while I seem confident
your freedom will not offend me, I feel now and then a fear, lest mine
should prove displeasing to you. But friendship is a little suspicious when
exercised with long silence, and a plain declaration of my sentiments has
more than once put amiable and respectable persons to the full trial of their
patience.
I now return your sermons; I thank you for the perusal; I see much in
them that I approve, and nothing in them but what I formerly espoused. But
in a course of years, a considerable alteration has taken place in my
judgment and experience, I hope, yea, I may boldly say, I am sure, not for
the worse. Then I was seeking, and now, through mercy, I have found, the
pearl of great price. It is both the prayer and the hope of my heart, that a day
is coming when you shall make the same acknowledgement. From your
letters and sermons, I am encouraged to address you in our Lord’s words,
“Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.” I am persuaded the views you
have received will not suffer you to remain where you are. But fidelity
obliges me to add, “Yet one thing thou lackest.” That one thing, I trust the
Lord will both show you, and bestow upon you, in his due time. You speak
somewhere of “atoning for disobedience by repentance.” Ah! my dear Sir,
when we are brought to estimate our disobedience, by comparing it with
such a sense of the majesty, holiness, and authority of God, and the
spirituality, extent, and sanction of his holy law, as he, and he only, can
impress upon the heart of a sinner, we shall be convinced, that nothing but
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the blood of the Son of God can atone for the smallest instance of
disobedience.
I intimated, in my letter from London, one defect of your scheme, which
will probably be the first to engage your notice. I am sure you have a desire
to be useful to the souls of men, to be an instrument of reclaiming them
from that course of open wickedness, or lifeless formality, in which you see
them enslaved; and, in a word, to prevail with them to live soberly,
righteously, and godly, according to the just and comprehensive sense you
have given of those words, in your sermon on Tit. ii. 11, 12. Now, inward
experience, and a pretty extensive observation of what passes abroad, have
so perfectly convinced me there is but one mode of preaching which the
Holy Spirit owns to the producing of these effects, that I am not afraid to
pronounce confidently, you will not have the desires of your heart gratified
upon your present plan. The people will give you a hearing, and remain just
as they are, till the Lord leads you to speak to them as criminals condemned
already, and whose first essential step it is, to seek forgiveness by the blood
of Jesus, and a change of heart and state by his grace, before they can bring
forth any fruit acceptable to God.
As I have little time for writing, and little hope of succeeding in a way of
argumentation, I have substituted, instead of a longer letter, the heads of
some sermons I preached nine or ten years ago, on our Lord’s discourse
with Nicodemus. However, when I have heard that you are well, and that
you are still disposed to correspond with me, I shall be ready to give a more
particular answer to the subjects you pointed out to me in the letter you
favoured me with the day before I left London. I pray God to bless you in
all your ways, and beg you to believe, that I am, with sincerity, &c.
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