1

Spiritual Perils of Today

As seen in the
Pentecostal Movement.


Together with the Article

“What is the present Speaking
with Tongues?”

By a former sympathiser with
the Pentecostal Movement.




Reprinted from The Overcomer.



Second Edition.
1924.


LONDON:
THE OVERCOMER BOOK ROOM, 4 ECCLESTON PLACE, S.W.1.

Prefatory Note.
Since the publishing of the articles on the Pentecostal Movement in the January and April numbers of The Overcomer, I have received from many parts of the world, letters expressing deep thankfulness for them, some asking that they should be issued in pamphlet form.  Several of these letters throw much light, up-to-date, on, what the writer in the paper I give in this booklet, calls, the “sinister side of the Movement.”
    A leader of a Mission in a very dark land writes:—”In a very special manner have I been impressed with ‘Spiritual Perils of Today’ in the January number, and very especially so with the second article, dealing with ‘Tongues,’ in the April number.  I have never read a clearer and more apt setting forth of the truth regarding this Movement; it is surely divinely directed, as was the publishing of it.  God be praised for the article!  There are some Pentecostal Missionaries in this country, who are anything but ‘pentecostal’ in their doctrines and way of life.  Some of them have done incalculable harm to the work of the Lord Jesus. . . . I think the articles should be translated, and I will endeavour to do so, that they may have a large circulation among the people of these countries…”   
    Another, who is a Field Director of a Mission, writes:—”The article in the April number on ‘Spiritual Perils,’ is illuminating, solid, Scriptural, helpful.  I have just laid down the paper, and my heart is so full of praise to God for such a sane and helpful witness, that I cannot go on with my work until I write you a few lines of thanks…”     
    From a city on the continent of Europe a well-known Bible Teacher writes, “As the Movement manifests itself here (1920) it seems increasingly clear that there is a great deal of what is occult and quite remote from true spirituality.  The results are heartrending; division among Christians, cases of madness amongst those who have received imposition of hands.  It seems to be camouflaged mesmerism . . .”
    Many others who have been delivered from demoniacal influences experienced in the Movement, also write, lifting the veil as to the dangers in “waiting meetings,” and confirming the need for the issue of this pamphlet.  In sending it forth for wider service to the Church of God, most earnestly do I pray that the leaders of the Movement will respond to the deep concern of their fellow-believers over the wreckage of souls, the loss to the Kingdom of God, and the grievous dishonour to the Lord we love, revealed in the facts set forth in this pamphlet, and obey the Word of God in its command to “try” the “spirits,” and determine by the grace of God not to cease prayer and action, until they have cleansed the Movement from the inroads of the spirits of Satan. “If any man willeth to do His will [i.e., ‘believe not every spirit; but prove the spirits,’ 1 John iv. 1] he shall know of the teaching whether it be of God….John vii. 17 R.V.
July, 1920.	J.P.L.


Spiritual Perils of Today.

PART I.

“Sitteth in the temple of God, as a god, and displayeth himself, as if he were God.” (2 Thess. ii. 4. Syriac).

SO many letters continue to reach me concerning the Pentecostal Movement, and the manifestations connected with it—some asking whether I had seen any reason for modifying any thing that I had written in The Christian, under the title of The Hour of Peril, in 1908—that it is necessary again to point out the dangers in that Movement,—the reasons for those dangers, and how they may be met by the weapons of the Word of God.
    I had occasion recently to re-read The Christian articles, when I thanked God for their sober statements, and that the subject had been dealt with in such a judicial way that later and fuller knowledge confirmed all that had been said.
    Now many years have intervened since those articles were written, and time has proved that the supernatural manifestations not only divided the spiritual section of the Church in Great Britain— which at the moment when the new movement had its rise, was never before so united, and so heading toward a ripe condition for “Revival”— but acted as a dividing force in the Movement itself.
    This is not to be surprised at, for it is not written in the Word of God that the basis of unity among Christians is the “Baptism of the Spirit,” but the Atoning Work of Christ.  The point strongly urged in the papers referred to, was the inevitable “schism” which would be caused in the Body of Christ, by insistence that no believer had received the Fulness of the Spirit, unless he had the “evidence” of speaking in a Tongue.  Alas, that “schism” swiftly came about.  The tide of Revival which we were on the edge of in 1908 receded, and consequently a tidal wave from the pit has been insidiously advancing, until it is now reaching such a point that the whole world seems submerged under a wave of Satanic power.
    That tidal wave of evil supernatural power, the approach of which some of us have been acutely conscious of during later years, is now becoming visible to the eyes of the world, under the name of “Spiritism.”  The “counterfeit” of the Holy Spirit and His gifts and manifestations, which mingled itself with the pure stream of God in the Revival in Wales, and then broke in upon the believers seeking Revival in America and England, has now broken out upon a world which at one time was sunk in materialism.  Now Spiritism is penetrating like “poison gas” in all directions.  The world-atmosphere is in a “seance” state.  The secular papers, and magazines, are full of records, and “stories” of the supernatural, and appearances of spirit-forms are getting to be a common experience.  Business firms of repute employ clairvoyants to attract customers, and the word “spirit” is the most powerful as a drawing power in books and advertisements.
    In such a condition of the world, the perils of the supernatural element in the Pentecostal Movement are infinitely greater than ten years ago.  Spiritist literature abounds with proofs that all the manifestations which take place in Pentecostal assemblies, have occurred in Spiritist seances, not even excepting the most wonderful healings of the physical frame.  The great aim of Satan and his emissaries has always been to counterfeit God, and receive the worship due to God alone.  All the “phenomena” of Spiritism is but a means to an end.  The ultimate toward which Satan has been working all down the Ages, and which is the climax of his ambition, is to seat himself “in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God” (2 Thess. ii. 4).
    A Greek scholar points out that in the original there are two different Greek words rendered into English as “temple.”  One means the outer temple, consisting of the temple buildings, and courts (John ii. 15-16) ; the second is naos, the inner temple, the dwelling place of God.  Christ uses this latter word about the temple of His body, and by Paul about the members of Christ being the temple of God.  It is very significant that it is the word “naos” which is used by the Apostle in 2 Thess.  ii., showing that the “temple” in which the “man of sin” will endeavour to seat himself is the “temple” of the body of the believer—for no unregenerate man can be called the “temple of God.”  The Hour just before the parousia of the Lord is therefore the most perilous for the members of His mystical Body.  Upon them is centred all the subtleties of Satan.  To gain admittance to the “temple of God,” he will work with all “power and signs and wonders,” “setting himself forth as God.”  He must therefore beguile the believer into believing him to be “God.”  In no other way could he persuade him to give him worship.
    It is only after Satan, working spiritually as the mystical “man of sin” (verse 3), has thus beguiled and gained worship from many who are truly children of God, and who form the “temple of God,” that the incarnate “Man of Sin” (verse 8)—the Anti-Christ, who is also a person, is revealed, to be consumed by the Manifested Presence of the Lord (2 Thess. ii. 8-10).
    It is because of the increased dangers of the hour, and the Lord’s own forewarning in Matt. xxiv. 24, of the devil’s purpose to “deceive the very elect,” that all God’s children should most keenly “Watch and pray.”  All who come in contact with supernatural manifestations of any kind, either in meetings, or occurring suddenly in private devotions, need to be on their guard against Satan working as an angel of light, “displaying himself as God” to obtain the worship which belongs to God alone.  They should “believe not every spirit,” but “try” the spirits, in all that appears to be of God—not only all that appears to be of the evil one.
    Here comes in the question—How?  1 John iv. 1-4 shows the way when the “spirit” speaking through a person is to be challenged, but many have thought that the placing of everything and everybody “under the Blood,” was sufficient for protection, but not so.  The word “Blood” is no different to any other word, unless it expresses faith in some spiritual fact which lies behind the using of the word.  It is the same about the word “Cross.”  Both are of no value if the speaker is relying upon the “ Blood” or the “Cross” apart from the finished work of Calvary.
    The spiritual fact which the word “Blood” and the word “Cross” expresses, is the atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.  Protection from any evil spirit working behind supernatural manifestation lies in reliance upon all that the Cross of Calvary means.  (e.g., 1 Pet. ii. 24; Rom. vi. 6; Col. ii. 15.)  Many examples might be given.  Here is one.
    A believer present in some meetings where “manifestations” were taking place in their fullest power, prayed steadily, “Lord, I take nothing of all that is going on here, but that which comes to me via the Atoning Cross of Christ.”  Day after day in all the meetings for some period, this believer prayed thus; and though she earnestly longed for all that she could have “of God,” neither “trances” nor “tongues” came to her!  Why?
    But why is the appeal to the “Blood” not always effective?  For this reason.  The “Blood of Christ” shed at Calvary is never applied by the Holy Ghost to “protect” the “flesh,” which was condemned to be CRUCIFIED at Calvary.  THE “BLOOD” PROTECTS ONLY WHEN THE BELIEVER IS STANDING ON THE GROUND OF THE OLD CREATION CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST.  This puts the “flesh”—upon which Satan works—out of action on the Cross.  Even the holding to Romans vi. 6, as a past experience may not avail.  It must be Rom. vi. 6 as effective at the moment of need, e.g., “I account that I am crucified now, and standing on the basis of the Cross I trust God to apply the Blood of Sprinkling to cleanse and protect me….”; or “Standing on all that the atonement of Christ means, I refuse all from the invisible realm that does not come to me via Calvary.”
    But it is not always the “supernatural” which has to be guarded against.  There are other forces at work which open the door to the spirits, and these forces are not affected by spiritual weapons.  Many of the methods employed for the obtaining of manifestations are those used in (1) Spiritist seances, or (2) by magnetizers or hypnotists.  Since God is a God of law, and does, not break His own laws, He does not “protect’ from the results of fulfilling certain laws.  It is impossible to ignore the fact that the obeying of these laws has caused occult phenomena to take place in many who have ignorantly yielded to them; whilst in others it has been proved that demons have entered the nervous system, and played havoc with the bodies of some of the most earnest children of God. See “Soul and Spirit” and “Soul force versus Spirit force” from The Overcomer Book Room, 4 Eccleston Place, London, S.W.1.
    The deep “spirituality” and “Christ-like life,” with power in prayer, of some of these believers, is pointed to as a proof that the “manifestations” taking place must be of God.  But many of these souls had reached this spiritual maturity ere they sought the Baptism “with signs following,” and it is just some of these believers who found that they had innocently opened the door to supernatural powers which they afterwards got rid of with difficulty and suffering.
    “We are not IGNORANT of [Satan’s] devices” said the Apostle Paul.  In view of the increased peril to-day caused by the advance of Spiritism, it is solemnly necessary, that responsible workers in the Pentecostal Movement, should not be ignorant of the peril to innocent believers when methods are employed for the obtaining of “supernatural” results which cannot be distinguished from those employed by enemies of the Cross of Christ.  They should know that there are latent powers    A huge volume could be written giving proof of these facts.
 in every human being, which are drawn forth by the using of these methods; powers which evil spirits require for their use in counterfeiting the working of God, and powers which the Holy Spirit on the contrary, needs to be kept dormant for His true working in a believer.
    There is not any doubt but that there are some of the choicest children of God in the Movement, and that souls are being saved, as they always will be whenever the Gospel is proclaimed.  But the widespread testimony to a CONCURRENT STREAM OF A WORKING OF DEMONS, producing experiences in the body which are frequently not even a “counterfeit,” but a parody, of the true work of the Holy Spirit, together with erroneous teachings centred primarily around the experience of physical manifestations, shows that there is some course of action, or line of teaching, which lends itself too easily to counterfeit.  The fact is that in the whole of the Movement THE LINE BETWEEN THE “TRUE” AND THE “COUNTERFEIT” is too fine for safety at a time when the evil supernatural is so actively at work in the world around.
     For the sake of helping those who are desirous of understanding some of the methods wherein these dangers lie, let us consider a few.
    The “laying on of hands” in “waiting meetings.”
    No one who reads the Scriptures would for a moment say that this is not “Scriptural.”  The Scripture is not in question.  The point is, whether the doing of this by believers of the twentieth century grade of Christian experience, is equal to the Scripture pattern, in safety and result?  i.e., Do those who do this see to it that they are truly and vitally united with Christ in His death, so that the “latent powers” referred to, are dormant, and the “flesh” which is the channel for evil spirits, non-active?  ARE THEY ALL SOLEMNLY CAREFUL THAT THEY ARE NOT TRANSMITTING SOMETHING NOT OF GOD TO THE ONES THEY TOUCH?
    Again, what is the Scripture pattern for the laying on of hands”?  Do they carefully avoid the fashion of mesmerizers who rub the base of the head, or the face, or the jaws, to produce mesmeric conditions, or some effect they desire ?  Is the Scripture pattern such a manipulation of the person as this, which produces physical workings of the bodily frame, or a momentary laying of the hands upon the head with a real act of faith that God will bless?
    2.  The repetition of phrases, or words, in seeking physical manifestations.
    This procedure contains a danger which only the experiences of the last years have brought to light.  There are undoubtedly laws for the working of evil spirits, as defined as any other laws in the universe.  One law seems to be that if they are to obtain control of any part of the physical frame, it must be got into action apart from the deliberate volition of the person.  e.g., The repetition of a word many times, seems to “detach,” so to speak, the “tongue” from the volitional use of it by the owner, and place it at the disposal of evil spirits as the wheel of an engine is driven by petrol power.
    The repetition of words therefore, apart from the deliberate volition of the person behind each word, is dangerously liable to become like the “incantation” used by witch doctors in heathen lands, and to have the same result, i.e., open the body to the working of the spirits.  Missionaries from heathen lands have said recently, that wherever they went in some districts of heathendom, they found natives speaking in tongues iii their heathen worship, and that these manifestations disappeared under the preaching of the Gospel.
 Any supernatural physical experience, therefore, which results from the fulfilling of the laws which enable evil spirits to work, cannot be relied upon as originating from the Holy Spirit.
    3.  The letting the mind become a blank.
    This is of the same character in its result as the repetition of words.  It means that the control of the body by supernatural power, is not possible except by getting the man into a purely physical state through acting without the use of the mind, or reason.  The difference between a man and an animal is the existence, in a man, of intellect, and spirit.  If both these are put out of action by the “mind” becoming a “blank,” (for the mind is the vehicle for the spirit), the body is detached from the man’s volitional, and intelligent control, and open to evil spirit power.
    In addition to these three points, there is also peril, in (1) waiting for a “sign” in the physical frame, which as we have seen, evil spirits can give, and therefore is not safe; (2) the following of every impulse in the body, after the sign has been given, believing that physical impulses have divine significance since “God” is in possession; with the (3) inevitable result of the “flesh” getting full sway, stirred up by supernatural powers, instead of its being brought effectively under the power of the Cross.

PART II.

What is the present speaking with Tongues?

The following remarks are offered for earnest and prayerful consideration by a Minister of the Gospel who, in this movement at the beginning, has been compelled, by personal experience and observation, to withdraw entirely from it offers the following remarks for earnest and prayerful consideration.

I. The Writer thinks it true to say that there are three powers working in the Movement (i.e., in the lives and testimony of those identified with it), viz. Divine, carnal and Satanic or demonic powers.
    (1) God is with His children in this Movement, the Writer believes, because probably the majority of those in it are devoted, sincere Christians, and God does not surely forsake His children, though they may be guilty of heresy and be deceived.  The lives and testimony of these dear brethren manifest that God is with them in their personal life and service so far as it is in accord with His will, but if the New Testament warnings mean anything, it is solemnly possible for true children of God to be deceived, and deflected from soundness of doctrine and simplicity of faith (see Gal. i. 1-9 and 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3).
    One significant proof that our friends in this Movement were very open to deception was a misapplication of the verse “Perfect love casteth out fear” that was in vogue in the early days of the movement, from which it was taught that to have any fear of Satanic counterfeits or deceptions, proved carnality of mind, and that the fearful one was not yet made “perfect in love.”
    The Writer has been present in a meeting where the rightly grounded fears of some of the brethren that such counterfeits might be possible, and should be guarded against, were scouted as rank unbelief, and referred to in not very restrained terms in prayer.  The Writer heard a brother in Azusa Street Mission, Los Angeles (where this Movement first appeared) descant in the wildest and most unrestrained language upon the unbelief and blindness of any Christian who thought that the devil could possibly touch any assembly, or any individual believer who was under the Blood.
    These incidents are only referred to in order to show that the state and temper of mind, even of accredited leaders at the commencement, were such as to render them peculiarly liable to spiritual deception.
    (2)  The flesh is greatly in manifestation in this Movement,
    This is so freely admitted by the published statements of accredited leaders that there is no necessity to labour the point.
    By the “flesh” the Writer means not only fanaticism, extravagances, divisions, etc., but hypnotic and psychic experiences.
    (3)  The devil and demons are at work.
    Satan is sure to take advantage of unguardedness and contempt of his devices.  All Christian history proves that he can give counterfeit miracles, experiences and manifestations.  He does not send coarse infidel and degraded demons to God’s spiritual children, but such powers and principalities as know well how to captivate the mind and emotional natures of such as are ready to yield themselves to spiritual influences rather than only to the ascended and enthroned Christ.
    Demon influence cannot always be detected at the outset.  The true nature of it appears sooner or later in the unmistakable forms of false doctrines and immorality, but spiritual disaster overtakes the soul that remains under such demoniacal influence.
    Pentecostal leaders tell us that carnal and demoniacal influences are detected in every revival.
    Truly whenever God works Satan will be there also to hinder, confuse and destroy, if possible, but in every real Revival the things here referred to are very much the exception, and are soon detected.  Moreover, no attempt is made to hush up or conceal them.
    In the Pentecostal Movement—certainly at the commencement of it in this country—the reverse was the case.  These things were permitted from a false fear of grieving the Holy Spirit, thus showing how lacking in discernment the leaders were, and, if this were the Revival from God, how unprepared they were for it.  Then when criticism could no longer be ignored, recourse was had to semi-secret meetings.
   It may be safely asserted also that no Pentecostal paper has ever yet given to the Christian public all the facts, and consequently Christians unable to attend the meetings to judge for themselves, had only one-sided statements, which owing to the suppression of any account of the sinister side of things, were calculated to mislead the unwary.
    The unvarnished truth concerning this whole Movement, which claims to be practically another Pentecost, or at least a Revival of Pentecostal powers, yet remains to be written, and it is safe to say if it were written it would for ever silence any such claims.

    II. The previous statements prepare the way for the conclusion “this is not that.”  This Movement is not “Pentecost,” nor yet a revival of Pentecost as one reads of it in the pages of the Acts of the Apostles.  It is not Pentecost for several Scriptural reasons.
    (1)  “Pentecost” can never be repeated as an event.  It continues to exist as a present fact.  Pentecost was the historical occasion of the coming of the Holy Ghost to baptise believers in the Lord Jesus Christ into one Body, and form the Church.
    It was the descent of the Holy Ghost from heaven to abide with the Christian Church forever, according to the promises of our Lord.  Therefore the Holy Spirit is with us, and always has been with us from the Day of Pentecost until now.  There can no more be a second “Pentecost” than there can be a second Incarnation.  The Incarnation cannot be repeated.  It continues as a fact forever.  So with Pentecost.
    (2)  Again at Pentecost the people of the different dialects who heard them understood the tongues or languages with which the Apostles and others spoke.  “We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God” was the astonished cry of the Parthians, Medes and other Jewish sojourners in Jerusalem.
    Our friends in this Movement are constantly declaring that they have received the Baptism of the Spirit with the same sign as at Pentecost.  Yet not long ago the Editor of one of the leading Pentecostal papers in this country, who declares that he is in touch with most, if not all, the Pentecostal centres in the world, stated that he had not been able to trace a single authentic case of one of the Pentecostal Christians speaking in a known language. i.e. sufficiently to equip then for service in a foreign land.

    How is it, if speaking in a Tongue be the sign that God is giving again the Holy Spirit as on the Day of Pentecost, some of these brethren are not empowered to speak in French or German or Italian, or one of the foreign tongues that hearers can infallibly verify as on the Day of Pentecost?
    It is well known many have claimed to receive the Chinese or Japanese language, but such have not been able to declare the wonderful works of God to the natives of these countries.  On the contrary, quite a number of people, believing they had received the gift of the Japanese tongue, went out as Missionaries to Japan, only to prove their inability to speak in Japanese, to their own confusion and disappointment.
    Did the first genuine Pentecost ever send out a body of missionaries on a fool’s errand?  Has any genuine Revival anywhere ever led people into such folly?  No, God never allows His own works to be stultified in this way.  He confirms and evidences them.  Therefore this Movement is not “Pentecost.”
    (3) The Writer, while he fully and devoutly recognises the sovereign will of God to manifest the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit in any way and at any time, yet feels that a probable key to the delusion of many Christians as to the present possession and manifestation of Pentecostal powers may lie in a misunderstanding of the purpose of the Acts of the Apostles, and of our present place in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit.  This is no doubt delicate ground, and can only be dealt with in a tentative way.  But it would appear that to a large extent the miraculous elements of Pentecost gradually passed into abeyance, even in New Testament times.
    For some reason the sequence of signs predicted in the prophecy of Joel, as quoted by the Apostle Peter, has been interrupted.  Still less have the events immediately connected with this prediction in the prophecy of Joel happened.  It is well to remember that this prophecy of Joel is eminently a prophecy with respect to Zion, Judah and Jerusalem.  Looked at in this light, whatever ulterior application may be made to Christians, the first reference of the prophecy is to Jews—it is “their sons” and “their daughters” that were to prophesy, their young men to see visions, and their old men to dream dreams, etc.
    This is further borne out by the fact that it was especially to the “men of Israel” that the Apostle Peter addressed his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, and the great promise (see Acts ii. 29) only brought in the Gentiles, as it were, incidentally, or at all events secondarily.
    It would appear then, that the fulfilment of the miraculous promises of Pentecost were in some special way connected with the Jewish people, and largely, if not entirely, fell into abeyance with their final rejection of the GospelGhost message, commencing with the stoning of Stephen and culminating in the refusal of Paul’s testimony by the chief of the Jews in Rome.
    In confirmation, one may recall further the striking address of Peter in Acts iii., in which there is a definite promise of the return of Christ if they (the Jews) repent (see Acts iii. 19-20), and the miraculous call of Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, immediately following the stoning of Stephen, after which the centre of interest in the Acts shifts from Jerusalem and the ministry of the Twelve, to Antioch and the ministry of Paul.
    These and other considerations seem to point to some change or variation, if such an expression is allowable, in the Divine programme, and the history of the Acts begins to stand out, not as it is so often dealt with, as the pattern of Church life and testimony for all time, but as marking the transition in the councils of God from the dispensation of the Law to that of Grace, or of the passage of the true people of God from under Jewish, carnal, and outward and visible ordinances and worship, to the spiritual worship of Christianity within the veil, and by the power of an endless life.
    Hebrews ii. 4 seems to confirm this.  We read “God also bearing witness with them both by signs and wonders and by manifold powers and by gifts of the Holy Ghost”; the reference being to the past days, and again in Hebrews vi.  5, these powers are spoken of as “powers of the age to come,” not of this present age, and such as witnessed or had some experience of them were said to have only “tasted” those powers; the full manifestation awaiting the conversion and restoration of the Jews to their land in national privilege and favour.
    If this is correct, and it is difficult to evade the force of Scriptural evidence in its favour, then without any doubt this present Movement is not “Pentecost,” nor a Pentecostal Revival.
    (4)  In the light of the previous statements “In the last days” of Acts ii. 17, may not refer to the present Church Age at all, but to the last days of the previous, or Jewish Age.  At any rate, there is a striking contrast between what is promised for these “last days” in Acts ii.  17 (as to the reference of which, we have seen there is a doubt), and WHAT IS FORETOLD IN 1 TIM. IV. AND 2 TIM. III. FOR THE LAST DAYS OF CHRISTENDOM, AS TO THE REFERENCE OF WHICH THERE CANNOT BE THE LEAST DOUBT.
    Here we have predicted for the “last days” of the professing church, not a Pentecostal Revival, nor a return to Pentecost, but abounding apostacy and worldliness.  The same state of things would seem to be foreshadowed in the epistles to the Seven Churches of Revelation ii. and iii.

    III. We pass now to a more positive aspect of the subject and enquire. What then is this Movement which lays such stress on speaking with tongues as the Scriptural evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit, if it be not a revival of Pentecost. If it be true that many souls have been and are being blessed in this Movement, and if there are genuine instances of the Scriptural gifts of speaking with tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecies and healings, then what is it?
    Supposing, and granting tentatively, that there are genuine manifestations. What is it? It cannot be anything else in that case than a revival of the gifts mentioned in 1 Cor. xii., xiv. These chapters alone are safe and solid ground for the expectation of miraculous gifts in the Church of Christ. These gifts are in the Holy Spirit, and surely so long as the Holy Spirit is in the Church He may at any time and in any place in any company of spiritual people, manifest His gift, but “always according to His own will.”
    But (1)  All the gifts promised in 1 Cor. xii. are not in manifestation.
    The greatest stress is laid upon speaking with Tongues, which is regarded as the least of the gifts. Prophecy is also claimed to be in exercise in the Movement—even in the foretelling of future events—but in many instances when definite predictions have been given, the events predicted have again and again failed to follow, and so they have failed to fulfil the test of Divinely inspired predictions (Deuteronomy xviii. 20-22).
    This is a very sinister feature of the Movement, and one of which Pentecostal leaders have been compelled to seek some explanation that would support, rather than overthrow, their claim to Divine supernatural gifts. This explanation is that those who uttered these lying prophecies were truly inspired, and have indeed the Pentecostal gift of prophecy, but in these cases they mistook the workings of their own subconscious mind for the voice of the Holy Spirit, and so gave utterance to what proved to be falsehood.
    But is it not a solemn thing thus to degrade and lower the authority of Divinely inspired prophecy? Is not this itself a confession that these friends professing to enjoy the same experience as the Apostles, and others on the Day of Pentecost, were yet not so filled with the Spirit, but that they could go so far astray as to mistake their own thoughts for the authoritative utterance of the Holy Ghost in prophecy. Would it not be more honouring to God at once to disclaim any gift of inspired prophecy?
    (2)  The absence of the gift of discernment.
    Were this Movement really from God as is asserted again and again, one would expect, knowing as we do from past experience the possibilities of deception, that the gift of discernment would be the very first one in evidence, as being one of the most valuable and necessary gifts. But in spite of claims to the contrary, the evidence is that this gift has been largely lacking.
    In no boasting sense (God forbid), it may be pointed out that the present Writer, and many others, saw at the onset of the Movement, dangers, and unscriptural practices, and pointed them out, but at that time their counsel was scouted and unheeded, and only long afterwards have Pentecostal leaders publicly repudiated these things in their papers. I have reason to know that for long these were the subject of anxious discussion at private meetings of the leaders, but how is it that those who professed to have received from the beginning of the Movement a fuller Baptism of the Spirit than others, had evidently less light than these others, and had to be taught by these latter as to the difference between the precious and the vile in the whole Movement?
    If, it is urged, this were truly a Divine Movement, then the Lord, contrary to all we ever read of in His Word, started a tremendous spiritual work in the Church before He had leaders prepared to lead it. This is unthinkable. The fact that the leaders for a long time permitted exercises, excitements, confusion, and postures, bordering on the indecent, under the fear of grieving the Holy Spirit, and hindering the work, convicts them of having lacked the most necessary gift of discernment, and throws corresponding discredit on the reality of any of the manifestations.
    (3)  The failure of the Movement in two directions also makes the manifestations connected with it doubtful in character.
    (a)  It has failed to draw into agreement with, or to obtain the commendation of the most useful leaders of the Church. Confronted with this fact our Pentecostal brethren can only meet it with the assertion that these leaders themselves lacked the Pentecostal Baptism of the Spirit, and accordingly their judgment is practically worthless.
    If the Lord confirmed this assertion by withholding His blessing from these non-sympathetic leaders, this contention might have weight. But the very contrary is what is taking place. God is using, if Divine results are any proof of it, many outside this Movement, to a larger extent than any who are in it.
    (b)  In the second place the Movement has failed as a soul saving agency. It is not denied that many souls have professed conversion at the various centres, but nothing of such a character has occurred in this direction as to arrest the attention of the whole Church. Nothing has happened, for instance, on the same scale as the revivals in Wales, in Manchuria, in Korea, or in different parts of China, nor even on the same scale as is manifested in some churches that could be named.
    As a soul saving agency on any large scale, compared with the numbers attracted to the Movement, it has failed.
    (4)  Finally, the Writer cannot accept as genuine the manifestations on these further grounds
    (a)  The unscriptural doctrine that speaking with tongues is an unfailing accompaniment of the real Baptism of the Spirit. This is really one of the crucial tests of the whole thing, and involves a most tremendous and solemn issue. If this doctrine be Scriptural, even in its present modified form (for Pentecostal leaders have repeatedly shifted their ground, and do not agree with one another on this point), then thousands and tens of thousands of God’s most gracious children, and even all the great leaders of the past Christian centuries, never knew or enjoyed the fulness of the Spirit. It is reserved for the members of this particular Movement to manifest to the Christian Church what it means to be truly baptised in the Holy Spirit, and the most immature believer who speaks in tongues, if the doctrine be true, has a deeper experience of the fulness of the Spirit than many mature believers whose saintly and godly influence are felt throughout Christendom.
    If, on the other hand, the doctrine be unscriptural, as it undoubtedly is, but the gifts and manifestations Scriptural, then the Holy Spirit Who is declared to be “the Spirit of Truth” is witnessing and giving miraculous signs in confirmation of positive doctrinal error. The Writer knows no more solemn issue involved in the whole question than this.
    (b)  Lastly, the Movement in which these manifestations are occurring is of the nature of schism, which is a work of the flesh. To say, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Apollos,” or even “I of Christ,” as though affecting a superior knowledge of spirituality than others, is of the flesh.
    But this is precisely what the “Pentecostal Movement” does. Its members are “Pentecostal Christians” par excellence, and their rallying cries are “Pentecost,” and “the Pentecostal Baptism with the sign of tongues.” Thus another centre than Christ, the Head, becomes the uniting point of believers, and the foundation of fellowship. This is schism in its most subtle form.
    To sum up then, the present Writer feels the Movement as a movement, is condemned by its fruit. As to the testimonies of many of his fellow Christians to a deeper spiritual blessing and power through the Movement, while gladly holding out to all such the right hand of fellowship as fellow-believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, he is compelled to say to them that he cannot, so to speak, “take of their victuals” (Joshua ix. 14), and he must wait for the fuller testing of the whole Movement, which the progress of time and experience will inevitably bring.


Postscript, February, 1920. The above paper was written several years ago, in the earlier days of this Movement. The writer would now add that in the light of all that has come under his personal observation in the intervening years, he sees no reason to modify, but many reasons for confirming, the statements he here makes.

Some further light upon the Movement in its sinister aspect.
Having obtained the consent of the writer to use the message given in preceding pages, because, he says, “the eternal interests of souls and of the work of God must come first,” it is my deepened conviction that it is God’s time and purpose, for many of the children of God who have been ensnared by counterfeit workings of Satan, to be delivered. Shall we not earnestly pray that all who are in the Pentecostal Movement will ask God to give them grace without fear, to “test” the spirits, and honestly to face the facts that are so obvious to mature believers, in the dangers of undue emphasis on the physical manifestations, and the supernatural element in their experiences.
    The writer of the article given herewith says, that the “unvarnished truth” concerning the sinister side of the Movement “yet remains to be written,” and that if it were written it would prove conclusively that, taken as a whole, this Movement has not and does not bear the marks of the Biblical Pentecost. The writer also points out that all reference to the sinister side of the Movement has been eliminated from its papers. This is a solemn thing to say, but speaking generally it is true. No Pentecostal paper which comes to our hands, gives any clue to outsiders of another side of things. For this reason it is borne in upon me that some of the “unvarnished truth” should be given for the warning, and even safe-guarding of the members of the Movement itself at the present time, for it seems impossible to believe that some of the sincere and honest workers whom we know and love in the Lord, can realize the inevitable consequences to innocent believers of some of their methods of working.
    As an example of the sinister side of the experiences of some earnest believers which have come to my knowledge first hand, the following story, taken down by me from the lips of the one who went through this terrible ordeal, will show acutely how Satan is at work in the Movement.

A Minister’s Experience.

A servant of God, well taught in the Scriptures, matured in the spiritual life, and ready to obey God at all costs, sought the Baptism of the Spirit with “signs following.” For this purpose he went to a Pentecostal centre where these “signs” were in great evidence. Five times hands were laid upon him by the leader of the meeting. The first time there was no movement of “Tongues.” The second time again there was no sign of the “Tongues.” The third time, as hands were placed upon him, he dealt direct with the “Holy Spirit,” saying that he opened his whole being to Him, and then shortly after came a warm glow, which seemed to fill his heart with love to God and souls, and apparently resulted in a deeper fellowship with God. But shortly after this began brief “shocks” in the body, and shakings of the head, growing stronger and stronger, and more frequent, for three days, until once more, in the evening meeting—for the fourth time—hands were laid upon him by the leader. It then seemed as if all the previous days’ “shocks” were concentrated into one great violent shock, which threw the seeker prostrate on the floor— well under the “power,” which caused him to shout, and arms and limbs were violently shaken. It was, he says, as if he had been in contact with a powerful galvanic battery. Then shortly after, some “power” surged up from within him to his mouth, and movement of his “jaws” began, and then subsided, but it was not until the next night, when for the fifth time hands were again laid upon him, that the full speaking with “tongues” came. Then some force surged up into his mouth, taking possession of the vocal organs, and he spoke, it was thought, in a language of the East. By this time he was completely beside himself, and under full control of this supernatural power, which seemed to electrify him. He shouted, marched about, clapped his hands, and was utterly beside himself for two hours, giving out sentences and prophecies in jerks, and “laying hands” on others at intervals. As the “tongues” burst from him, he became conscious of another personality located within him, whilst his mind was entirely dormant, and his own personality so detached that it appeared as if he himself was looking on at himself doing these things. Later, at various times, he was also conscious of blasphemous thoughts coming from some source within him which was not himself.
    Next morning found him exhausted, and at night, when he retired to rest, he saw on either side of his bed fiery eyes looking at him. For a fortnight after this he was in utter darkness and confusion, unwilling to see anyone, or go near the meetings.  Feeling like a hunted soul, by the mercy of God he was led to another place, to a worker who quickly said to him that a demon had taken possession of his body. It was commanded to depart in the Name of Jesus, and in one half-hour peace and calm returned to his whole being. The dark clouds around were broken, and the fiendish power was gone. The deceived child of God had broken from the snare, with a very narrow escape from complete wreckage of mind and body.
    This testimony (1) proves the possibility of true believers becoming “demon-possessed,” if they fulfil the conditions for the demons to enter into their bodily frame, (2) that it can occur through ignorance, or deception, whilst the believer himself is in fellowship with God, and (3) that there is what is known as “animal magnetism” inherent in every human frame, which the demons, so to speak, ride upon, and can be transmitted by the laying on of hands. And alas, alas, once the spirits of evil gain admission into the body they are only got rid of after prolonged suffering, as well as rendering the victim sensitive and open to demon attacks for the rest of his life. This is again exampled in the experience of the servant of God referred to. The one of whom it was written has read the story, and he writes at this present date (March, 1920)
    “The facts were absolutely as stated. I may say that on occasions since this same power has approached me, and sought to compel me to yield my vocal powers, and on one occasion the suggestion was made that if I did I should have all the ‘power’ the Apostle Paul had!  But I was enabled to rebuke and overcome it by God’s grace, and this did not in any way grieve the Holy Spirit or hinder my spiritual life, rather I feel I grew stronger in God, and got a clearer apprehension of the distinct difference between this false spirit and the Blessed Holy Spirit. You are at liberty to use this additional experience, as it proves that even after the enemy is cast out he renews his attacks, and can in some mysterious way I do not understand, influence the thoughts and the nervous centres, that he once controlled for a time
    But, some will say, This case is but one of a few, the generality of the experiences of to-day are not as abnormal But the same methods are carried out to-day by responsible workers in the Pentecostal Movement, and the same consequences do follow in varying degrees. During the last few months four young men walked six miles across the mountains, to a meeting I was conducting, asking questions on this subject, one lad saying pathetically,’ ‘ARE THESE SHAKINGS IN MY BODY FROM GOD, FOR I CANNOT STOP THEM DAY OR NIGHT?” “Who is caused to stumble and I burn not?” said the Apostle Paul. Who that has the compassion of God in them can see young converts and trusting souls, taught to open their physical frames to forces which will eventually cause them unspeakable physical suffering for the rest of their life on earth, can do aught but “burn” with deep yearning of heart to save them, and lead them into a sober and steady walk of faith in God?
    In closing, I will add an extract from a spiritist book An evangelist sent this book to me, that I might see the way in which Spiritualists are training their enquirers. Through this, Christian workers should intelligently realize the intensified dangers of to-day in “Waiting Meetings.” The last paragraph shows what the “shakings” result in, and how evil spirits can gain control of the body.—Ed.
 teaching the “theory and practice” of Spiritism. The following is a description of what they call “Developing Circles,” for getting under the control of spirits. The writer says: 
    “Professional and private mediums hold these at their homes with the object of developing psychic power in those desirous of doing so . . . There, one may see manifestations known and witnessed by the Quaker and Shaker communities which gave rise to their names. To-day, these bodies repudiate this aspect of the science of their fathers, probably because they have lost the understanding of how to guide the manifestations rightly. The early Christian Church had the same evidence, and hints as to the guidance of such circles are to be found in 1 Cor. xiv. 
    In the developing circle, men and women will be found speaking in ‘unknown tongues,’ some prophesying, some by the spirit working miracles of healing, others demonstrating clairvoyance or describing visions, all more or less showing Signs of agitation or twitching, muttering and groaning, and generally ‘acting the fool’ (according to the judgment of the uninitiated) . . . The quakings and shiverings gradually subside, as the sensitives become developed, until in course of time a spirit can control, entering and departing as the sweetest of influences, and under the entire sway of the medium’s own personality.
J.P.L.


PART III.

“Will they not say ‘Ye are mad’?” (1 Cor. xiv, 23).

A Glimpse into a Pentecostal Conference.

By A MISSIONARY. A letter written to the Editor of “The Overcomer” in 1917.  The writer is a most earnest and consecrated servant of God, with real purpose of following the Lord fully.


    The Pentecostal Movement is now holding a week of Conference in London.
    Drawn, not by curiosity, but with singleness of heart, and an honest purpose to be behind in no gift of grace which the Holy Spirit may be dispensing to the Church in these needy days, I attended two of the meetings yesterday.
    A goodly gathering assembled in the afternoon.  Many people from the provinces were present. The afternoon meeting was characterised by some dignity of procedure. A returned missionary and his wife gave personal testimony not related to their work. Both spoke of great blessing coming to them recently through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the reception of His gift of “tongues.”
    After describing her conversion, and touching lightly upon her Christian life since, the lady told how she arrived at a meeting where baptisms of the Holy Ghost were taking place, and testified thus:—”I found myself in the assembly quietly lying along the ground. I had no further interest in what was taking place. I just felt within myself, Let them do as they like with me, let them bury me if they will. Then the anointing oil with which my head had been touched, seemed to stream in hot waves all over my body, and apart from any consciousness or effort of will, I felt my jaws begin to work, and I began to speak in ‘tongues’ and to glorify God. This is a blessed experience exceeding all I have ever known.”
    A Bible Reading on 1 Cor. xii.-xiv. was next given. The address took the form of a running commentary on the gifts, graces and progress of the church at Corinth. The speaker did not, I noticed, touch upon their sins. Applying the 14th chapter to her audience, she denounced the practice of employing the gift of tongues to scourge, rebuke, or terrorise the erring, and she deprecated its use in an attempt to discern the will of God, characterising the former as a “strange spirit” and the latter as “a lazy bit of business.”
    The discourse was punctuated by what were to me startling interruptions, coming from two men seated upon the platform, and from one in the hall, who were apparently speaking in “tongues.”
    The proceedings were perfectly orderly and appeared to disturb neither the speaker nor her audience. She quietly waited until the oration ceased, then without effort or strain, interpreted.’ The material was always relevant to the subject, endorsing something she had said, though giving no further light upon it.
    One such passage sounded to me like very clearly pronounced Greek. I was unable to satisfy myself on this head as I did not recognise anyone present of whom I could ask confirmation.
    One of the things that struck me in both gatherings was the lack of men of education and standing, known representatives of the churches. I gleaned nothing from the address. Here I began to be vaguely uneasy, missing that response of spirit to spirit which renders one immediately “at home” in any atmosphere in which the Spirit of Truth is enthroned. I felt like an impersonal spectator.
    Because of the heavy rain, I returned to the hall before the commencement of the evening meeting, and soon noticed a stream of men and women passing through the hall on their way to one of the many basement rooms. For prayer I supposed.
    Presently, from the direction in which they had gone, there arose a bewildering Babel of sound that swelled now and then into a howling tumult. Wild gusts of chorus singing, broken by discordant yells and screaming ejaculations, died down occasionally into a shouting recitative. This went on for some time and it became evident to my own mind that if I wished to touch the pulse and sound the heart, so to speak, of the evening meeting, I must get to its prayer gathering, so I went down.
    The room was packed, with a perspiring, panting, breathless crowd of people, the majority of whom were probably children of God. Men and women, young and old, crouched, sat, knelt, lay, and stood, upon the ground, crushed closely together. All were shouting and screaming snatches of choruses, unintelligible ejaculations, and the deafening hallelujahs, together with the heat, rendered the place insupportable. Some were crouching round a central table, beating their hands upon it, and one man snapping his fingers in the air, and uttering howls, danced in the confined place. I noticed with grief that the two missionaries were present; they sat together with the rest, and were entirely abandoned to this wild orgy of self-indulgence. Not a snatch of intelligent prayer did I hear.
    Is this the manner in which the “Spirit of Burning” glorifies God? I wondered, as I returned to the large hall.
    The noise continued unabated, until the meeting began, when the revellers emerged from the basement to take their seats. By this time there were several men and two ladies on the platform . .
    The Chairman’s first proceeding was to read out a list of requests for prayer, nearly all of which had come from persons desiring healing of the body.
    Having disposed of this list of requests, a hymn was started, the chorus of which was repeated seven or eight times, with each repetition the tide of emotion rose until men and women were shouting, waving, snapping fingers in the air, whooping, and tilting upon their toes.
    During the progress of the public meeting I noticed that many young girls left their places and slipped away to that door in the basement, and presently a brother followed. I cannot exaggerate what I heard. The door into the basement being left open, wild screams and shrieks arose as from creatures enduring the tortures of hell. Anon, these merged into a rollicking chorus, to be pierced again and again by dreadful screams, and groans. Sometimes the sounds were hushed by the closing of the door, but a fresh candidate passing through invariably left it open, and the noise went on for two hours. I left the hall at 9 o’clock, heavy of foot, and sick in spirit.

PART IV.

“Now concerning the inspired, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.” (1 Cor. xii, 1.; lit. Gr.)

Some Light upon How to Test the Spirits. Extracted from “The Church of Old” (now Out of print), by R. Govett— a writer described by Spurgeon as a “profound” and “sound teacher.”—Ed. 


    THE doctrine of the Holy Spirit’s gifts is one of the most striking topics of Christian evidence. But Satan is wise to counteract and hinder the work of God, and his best mode of doing so is by imitating it. The passage in 1 Cor. xii. 1-3 shows that there is an inspiration from the evil spirit as well as from the Holy Spirit. The question before the Apostle is the difference of inspiration, and the test to be administered for the distinguishing of the source of inspiration.
    Paul writes “Now concerning the ‘inspired’ . . .” The translators have omitted the article, and inserted the word “gifts” to make sense. The word Paul used, pneumatikos, is used sometimes of things and sometimes of persons, e.g., “the spiritual (inspired) man judgeth all things” (1 Cor. ii. 15). “If a man think himself to be spiritual (inspired) let him acknowledge . . .” (1 Cor. xiv. 37).
    The question the Apostle is dealing with is the two kinds of inspiration, and as the text to be administered is a personal one, the context must speak of inspired persons. The test proposed is for the purpose of establishing the difference between true and false inspiration. The point made known by Paul is the division of certain speakers into those speaking by the Spirit of God, and those not so speaking, but still inspired. The test that he gives does not apply to every case of spiritual gift, some of which were gifts of action, but only to gifts of inspired word.
    Paul then refers to the knowledge the Corinthians already had of evil “inspiration.”
    “Ye know when ye were Gentiles, led away to dumb idols, as you used to be led” (v. 2). That is, says Paul, You as heathen were borne blindfold to idolatry by every influence that false spirits could bring to bear on you. You believed everything supernatural to be divine. Of your ignorance these crafty spirits took advantage. Your weakness they mocked, leading you captive at their will. Ignorance unable to distinguish the inspiration of evil spirits from that of the Holy Ghost, is dangerous, I will therefore enable you to discern the difference.
    “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God saith that Jesus is accursed; and none can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (v. 3).
    Paul assumed in the preceding verse, that they had seen the inspiration of evil spirits, and its powerful and infatuating results. For there were visible marks attending the possession by evil spirits. The utterances of the inspired in Mr. Irving’s delusions, are thus described by Baxter. “They were often in an extraordinary power of voice, accompanied by the most unnatural expression of countenance.” And they spoke not only in an “unnatural and unaccustomed tone of voice,” but with an “intense and riveting power of expression.”
    How, then, were the Corinthians to know when any rose in their assemblies, presenting all the outward and sensible marks of inspiration, whether the spirit by which he was speaking was the Holy Spirit or an evil spirit?
    The Holy Spirit then gives us through Paul, certain moral tests whereby the difference might be known— Certain tests capable of being at once applied. Did any of the inspired voluntarily declare that Jesus was accursed? The spirit so speaking displayed itself at once to be a spirit of Satan.
    But what if a man inspired made honourable mention of Jesus? What if the lying spirit accommodated itself to the believer’s feeling of reverence and love for the Saviour—how was he to be detected? For that evil spirits did bear honourable testimony to Jesus is clear from the Gospels. See Mark i. 24-26.
    This is a case of peculiar difficulty, to meet which the Apostle was commissioned to give this rule. Of the spirit, so speaking in the inspired man, the question was to be asked, “Is Jesus Lord?”
    The passage in 1 John iv. 1-6 throws further light on this subject. In this case, again, the question is concerning the “inspired,” and the saints of God are warned that not every inspired person is to be credited. Two parties also are distinguishable in the matter— the spirits that inspired, and the man in whom the spirits dwelt. The Church of Christ was to question not the man, but the spirit that inspired him, even in the case of the true prophet when under inspiration.
    In this passage in John another test is given for distinguishing the true spirit from the false, and that is the enquiry “Is Jesus come in human nature?” The denial of this marked infallibly the spirit of antichrist, as the confession of it was the proof of the speaking of the Holy Ghost.
    In the passage in 1 Cor. xii. the Apostle says none can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. This does not apply to any unconverted man. It refers only to the inspired, of whom Paul is professedly treating. Their simple word, not their knowledge of Jesus, nor belief in Him, nor answering life, is the question here. It does not refer either to believers in the habit of acknowledging Jesus, but to a single act. It refers to the visible state of exaltation which attended on inspiration, and to which these tests at once applied. Be it further observed that the Apostle requires the confession that Jesus is Lord. The false spirits of that day, and of the days to come, might confess that Christ is Lord, because they held that ‘Jesus’ was a mere man on whom a mighty spirit—the Christ—descended at baptism, distinguishing Jesus and the Christ as two different persons. This was the old Gnostic heresy. The Apostle, treating only of the case of the inspired, affirms that none of these can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
    The neglecting to make this enquiry of the spirits inspiring the speakers, led to the delusions that arose in Mr. Irving’s congregation—and as a remarkable modern confirmation of the test referred to, the following gives a striking proof.
    “A clergyman and his wife were in London with one of their children, a little boy, when they received intelligence that the twin sister of this boy, under eight years old, had received a gift of the Holy Spirit, which had been evidenced by prophesying in a manner that proved the child to be speaking by a power superior to her own. The parents returned home, and on their arrival heard the child speak in the spirit at their accustomed family prayers. Two days afterwards, the little boy also prophesied by a supernatural power. The burden of what they said, was to preach a very pure and holy Gospel, calling upon all who heard them to be ready for the coming of the Lord, giving awful denunciations against sin, mixed with precious promises, and declaring the blood of Jesus sufficient for the cleansing of all sin; that God was love, and waiting to receive whoever would come to Him by Jesus’ blood. By this means the parents were led off their guard, and never doubted that the children were speaking by the Holy Spirit: and were greatly delighted, as all pious parents would be. The children described their sensations in such a manner as to show that some extraneous power must be influencing them. The boy, who was always sleepy before his bed-time, asked one night, Who had kept his mouth open while speaking, for he felt sure that someone had? and was much surprised when he was assured that no one had touched him. At other times, he said, the ‘spirit’ pushed him in the side; and if he did not attend to that, he felt a pinching pain, until he was compelled to attend! His sister appeared always to be seized with a fit of speaking, and would shrink into her chair, and cover her face, and then give utterance. The little boy likewise spoke with unknown sounds, and sang. The spirit called upon them repeatedly to watch and pray against Satan, who was in the midst of them, and desired them to fight bravely. The spirit having got the parents completely to trust him, began to entice them to do many things. which if not absolutely wrong, were at the least foolish; until at length the father, and also his curate, were induced to suspect the spirit, in consequence of something which had been said directly contrary to Scripture. They then remembered that they had ‘believed the spirit’ without ‘trying the spirit’ as they were enjoined to do by Scripture, and accordingly determined to do so forthwith. While conversing on this matter, the spirit cried out to the child, ‘Ye may try the spirits in men, but ye must not try them in babes and sucklings.’ This alarmed them greatly. The father on the next morning prayed over the Word, that the Lord would enable him to try the spirit which spake in his child. The spirit said in a loud voice, ‘Ye shall not try the spirit.’ The father said, ‘I will try the spirit by the Word of the living God.’ The spirit said, ‘If ye try the spirit, ye shall be chastised.’ The father then read 1 John iv. 2-3, adding, it was God’s blessed Word, and he would not be forbid. Being much overcome, however, by his natural feelings, his friend, the curate, took the Bible, and reading the same passage, and laying his hand on the boy’s head, said to the spirit, ‘Thou spirit which possessest the child, wilt thou not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh? ‘ The spirit answered loudly, ‘I WILL NOT.’ The child looked pale and was quite cold, and said he felt something in his inside, like a cold hand fluttering, and then it left him. After a short time the boy cried out that it was coming again. The curate said, ‘Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.’ They all prayed together, and the evil spirit never more returned….”  Mr. Govett gives his case, taken from a paper called “The Morning Watch,” and confirms by Baxter’s Narrative.
_______________

Test your “tests.”
    Believers who are baptized with the Spirit must realise that there are two Spiritual forces in the supernatural realm, and know how to discern between them. They must realise that there are evil spirits, and know that there is a possible counterfeit of the Divine workings. They say, “I am afraid I will grieve God, if I question the manifestation,” but in ACCEPTING THAT WHICH THEY HAVE A DOUBT ABOUT THEY WILL GRIEVE GOD. If God wants them to accept what is Divine, then let God make it quite clear to them, so that they have no doubt of it, for “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” You say you think it is Divine! But you must KNOW; you must test your tests and prove your proofs. “Thinking” is not knowledge! Make sure of the source from which all supernatural workings come, and trust God to make you sure—until then WAIT. TEST YOUR TESTS! PROVE YOUR PROOFS.  Make sure, and wait until you know for yourself as you watch, and pray for light.  Evan Roberts.


